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About myself………

1974 – Graduated from KEIO, Joined Itochu Corporation
1976 – 1978 Studied at Harvard Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, Specialised “Regional 
Studies of the Soviet Union”
1977 –10months intensive study at Leningrad State University
1980-1984 Itochu Moscow Office Representative in charge of Industrial Machinery
1986-1989 Itochu Moscow Office Representative in charge of Scientific Cooperation with 
GKNT(State Committee for Science and Technology-国家科学技術委員会)
1994 – Left Itochu and joined Council on International Educational Exchange, New York, as 
Vice President and the head of Tokyo office.
1997 – Set up “Sugahara & Associates Inc.” in Tokyo  and started advisory service in Tokyo 
and Moscow for Japanese companies operating in Russian market
2004 – Set up “Business Eurasia LLC” in Moscow to support Japanese companies in Russian 
market



Some achievements...

• To help setting up JX representative office in Moscow.

• To help setting up Nippon Oil Russia in Moscow.

• To help setting up Suntory Moscow Rep. Office in 
Moscow.

• To help setting up Suntory Russia LLC. In Moscow.

• To organize Suntory Exhibition Seminar at Japanese 
Embassy in Moscow.

• To start language school “Business Eurasia Center for 
Language and Culture” in Moscow.





Russian Federation Российская Федерация



Some facts…

• Since 2014, Russia has been under economic sanctions by EU and 
USA and its coalition

• Crude Oil price in 2015, 2016 have been almost half of the level 
before 2014. This trend continues in 2017 and 2018.

GDP Growth Rate
2014                                      0.7
2015                                    -2.8
2016                                    -0.2
2017                                      1.55
2018 (~April)                        1.71                            





…And Some more facts…

This is a community poster to invite
residents for Subotnik(Saturday Volunteer), long time
Soviet tradition.



ロシア人の寿命



ロシア人とアルコール



Russia is fighting with anyone…

【Conflict within CIS】

• Ukraine, Crim Peninshula

• Chechenia

【Conflict with Isramic countries】

• Syria, Turkey

• Tatarstan

【Conflict with the West】

• EU, USA

• England 



Beef Industry and the USA in Russia



World Top 10 Oil Production Countries





Russian Trade at Itochu Corporation

【HISTORY】
1957 – Opened its door at Hotel Ukraine, as “Progress Trading 
Moscow Representative Office”.  Itochu and other big names 
were, then, prohibited to work in the Soviet Union.
1967 – Itochu Corporation opened its office in Moscow.

【Business Data】
• Registration – Representative Office
• Staff – 15 Japanese nationals, 35 Russian nationals 



New Geopolitics Concept – Pacific Russia

Far-East Russia (~1917)

Far-East Soviet, Primorie (1917~1991)

Pacific Russia  (2013~



Pacific Russia –New Platform

• Russia – Eastern Siberia and Far East development

• China – “One Belt, One Road”

• Korea (South, North) – Peace Talks with USA

• Japan – still insisting “Northern Territory” but admitting 
mutual development plan together with Russia

• Taiwan – more Taiwanese business showing up in Siberia



Pacific Russia – New Direction

• Multilateral relations with pacific countries

• Joining regional organizations – APEC, ARF(ASEAN Regional 
Forum), EAS(East Asia Summit)

• Exporting energy resources to the new pacific markets

• Creating new infrastructure – Oil and Gas pipelines to China 
from Siberia, Trans-Korean Railways, etc)



Evening View of Golden Horn Bridge from Lookout (Condor’s Nest)



A Korean girl enjoying her risk of falling from the edge 



Vladivostok is a birthplace of JUDO in Russia



Pacific Russia and Japan

• Importance of Okinawa, as a hub of Pacific Japan

• Entering Russia via Vladivostok, two hours’ distance from 
Narita Airport

• Pacific Russian Food – a new trend of Russian Gastronomy

• Introduction of seafoods from Kuril Islands, especially from 
Yuzhno-Kurilsk, Iturup to Hokkaido

• Easing of visa regulation for Japanese tourists

• Daily flight to Vladivostok from Narita Airport



RUSSIA is ……

• Rich in energy resources, such as “Crude Oil”, “Natural Gas ”,”Coal” and exporting such energy 
resources for money, which covers about 70% of total export value.

• 75% of her territory lies in Asia with only 25% of population living in Asian part.

• Total population of 146 million is consisted of more than 30 nationalities.

(Japanese population =126 million)

• People are short life, 66 y.o. for men, 77 for women. (Japan, 81 for men, 87 for women)

• Small and middle size business are weak point. Japanese help does not work because Japanese 
are not willing to take risk.

• Four islands located in South Kuril will never return to Japan but Japanese government does not 
admit this.

• Not a country for business, but nice place for art, music, tourism and gastronomy.

THANK YOU FOR  JOINING !!


